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“How does a church begin? 
 
Those of us who grew up in established 
communities, where the church was often 
the oldest building in the locality, have 
probably given little thought to this 
question, perhaps assuming that some vague 
‘they’ – the Diocese, the Archbishop, or 
heavenly direction – see to it that a church is 
automatically provided when the need 
arises. 
 
Not necessarily so. 
 
A church begins in the hearts of people. 
 

*********************  
 
In the early nineteen-fifties the Montreal 
Island area known as Roxboro, which 
consisted of summer homes and a few 
scattered farms, was caught up in the post-
war real estate development boom.  Lots 
offered for sale in the vicinity of Gouin 
Boulevard were purchased by would-be 
home owners, mostly young couples, who 
were prepared to work on the building of 
their own homes and dig wells for drinking 
water.  A new community began to take 
shape. 
 

The only church building in the 
neighbourhood was a small wooden chapel 
for those of the Roman Catholic faith.  It 
stood on what is now a shopping centre 

parking lot opposite the present R.C. Mary 
Queen of Peace Church [ft–now in 
Roxboro-Pierrefonds Train Station parking 
lot].  Protestants of all faiths were obliged to 


